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Beginning in 1993 and continuing to this day, the Atlanta Bar Association has sponsored its Summer 
Law Internship Program for high school students.  During this program, students from Atlanta-area high 
schools receive paid six-week internships with area law firms, corporate legal departments, public 
interest groups, and courts.  For many Interns, this is the first job they have ever had.  In 2018, the 
Summer Law Internship Program had 49 Interns from a record 36 schools.  Over 730 paid internships 
have now been made available during the first twenty-six years of the Summer Law Internship Program. 

The Atlanta Bar Association designed its Summer Law Internship Program to achieve three goals: 
(1) to provide a valuable work experience; (2) to further the student’s understanding of the law; and (3) 
to provide a mentor relationship for the students.

To be considered for selection, each applicant has to complete a lengthy application, submit a 
transcript and two letters of recommendation, prepare an essay on a topical legal issue, and participate in 
an interview.  Prior to beginning their summer internships, the Interns are required to attend four 
mandatory Orientation sessions that focus on important topics such as client confidentiality, 
professionalism, punctuality, attention to detail, and attire. 

In addition to the program’s important work component, there is also an educational aspect.  Once 
the six-week internship commences, Interns attend mandatory weekly All Intern Meetings.  During these 
meetings, Interns discuss their internship experiences, various legal topics, and relevant current events.  
Over the summer, Interns also hear from guest speakers, complete written enrichment, take progress 
tests to assess their knowledge, and prepare a 750-word essay on a topical legal issue.  

A by-product of the program, of which we are very proud, is that many of our Interns develop an 
interest in attending law school and ultimately do pursue that dream. Thirty of our former Interns have 
graduated from or are now attending law school.

In order to expand our support for the program’s aspiring attorneys, in 2016, the Summer Law 
Internship Program launched the Highest Heights Forever Initiative, a fundraising effort to provide 
financial support to former Interns taking LSAT preparation classes and/or Bar Review classes.  To date, 
the Initiative has raised over $50,000 and has provided funds to twelve former Interns. 

In 2017, the Summer Law Internship Program celebrated the first former Intern to receive a judicial 
appointment.  On January 31, 2017, Governor Nathan Deal appointed Judge Cynthia Adams (SLIP 
1993-1994) to the Douglas County Superior Court bench.  In May 2018, Judge Adams was elected to a 
full-term position without opposition.  In November 2016, Darius Pattillo (SLIP 1993-1995) was elected 
to be the District Attorney for Henry County, taking office on January 1, 2017.

For more information, please contact 
Denisha Wise at dwise@atlantabar.org or 404-521-0781.


