
The GPA Mystery 
 

There are many different ways of    

calculating a GPA. We encourage   

students to contact colleges to ask 

which method they utilize. 

Cumulative GPA 

All grades on the transcript are con-

verted from numerical grades to a 4.0 

scales and averaged where: 

A=4    B=3    C=2   F=0 

Core GPA 

Only grades from English, Math,      

Science, Social Studies, and World 

Language area are included and     

converted to a 4.0 scale. 

HOPE GPA 

Grades earned in ninth through the 

end of 12th grade in the area of Eng-

lish, Math, Science, Social Studies, 

World Language and specific Career 

Technology courses are included and 

converted to a 4.0 scale. Middle 

school courses that earned high 

school credit are excluded. 

•7 points awarded for honors, AP and 

college courses are removed  

•Numeric grades are converted to a 

4.0 scale 

•For AP and college courses where 

the unweighted grade is a “B” or 3.0 

or a “C” equaling 2.0 points, an addi-

tional 0.5 weight is added. For     ex-

ample: 

AP World History= 92 on transcript 

Subtract 7 points= 92-7=85 

Covert to 4.0 scale 85=B=3 

  Add 0.5 for AP 3+ 0.5 =3.5 

Details on HOPE GPA calculations 

and individual HOPE GPA can be 

found by logging into 

www.gafutures.org.  

For details on gpa calculation contact 

each college /scholarship organiza-

tion. Counselors cannot calculate 

GPA’s for you. 

 
 

Divide your choices into three categories by your chance of being admitted.  
Applying to at least one or two schools in each category will help you avoid aiming your 
sights too low and missing out on a chance to get into a competitive program or aiming too 
high and not getting in anywhere at all.  Remember to apply to four or more colleges at a 
minimum.  
 
*Sometimes the safety schools can end up offering a hefty scholarship and/or acceptance to 
the Honors College. 
 
1. Dream schools- A dream school is one where your academic credentials fall in the lower 
end, or even below, the school's average range for the cohort of students accepted the pre-
vious year. These could be highly selective schools with low acceptance rates. (For example, 
GPA requirement too high from where you are, SAT/ACT Scores too high from what you 
have). 

 
2. Mid-range schools-These are schools where you stand a competitive chance of getting in. 
(Your GPA and test scores are in line with the colleges acceptances). 
 

3. Safety schools-These are schools where your chances for getting in are very high. (Your 
GPA and test scores etc. are much higher than their acceptance profile). 

Students begin the actual college application process during the senior year. Students applying early 
should make certain they are completing the application for the appropriate year. Most colleges re-
lease updated    application materials in August.  All students need to submit a completed Senior Infor-
mation Sheet to their counselor if a  counselor letter of recommendation is required. 
STEP 1: SUBMIT APPLICATION 
Make application to the colleges of your choice. Submit online if possible.  Note any deadlines imposed 
by the college and plan ahead by two to four weeks. 
 
STEP 2: SEND SAT/ACT SCORES 
Contact the testing agency and order your SAT/ACT scores sent to the colleges. Plan ahead! This can 
take six weeks. For the SAT visit www.collegeboard.org or (866) 756-7346; ACT visit www.act.org or 
(800) 525-6926. 
 
STEP 3: TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS 
Most colleges you apply to will require a high school transcript. Students may request official tran-
scripts for college or scholarship opportunities after Labor Day. It is important for students to hold 
their requests until after this time to ensure complete transcripts reflecting summer courses and senior 
class schedules are reported to institutions. The majority of early application deadlines are in October 
so this should not adversely impact any student’s application. Official transcripts can be requested 
through www.Parchment.com.         
 
Note: Students looking to apply in the summer or in August can request their transcript to be sent to 
colleges in May of junior year. 
 
STEP 4: REQUEST RECOMMENDATIONS (if required) 
All colleges do not require or consider recommendations. If the college you applied to requires a rec-
ommendation, adhere to the guidelines established by the college.  
 
For teacher recommendations, it is recommended that you provide the teacher with a stamped ad-
dressed envelope if needed and give at least two to three weeks notice ahead of deadlines. 
For counselor recommendations and/or school forms, provide a minimum of 15 school days before 
the college deadline (this does not include holidays).  

http://cambridgeguidance.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/senior-information-sheet.docx
http://cambridgeguidance.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/senior-information-sheet.docx
http://cambridgeguidance.com/academic-guidance/senior-advisment/
http://www.act.org

